Toni Sender
seemed extremely glad that the working class had the
courage to undertake liquidation of the bankrupt old
regime.
What a task was before us ! I had an immediate
presentiment of obstacles arising in all directions,
although for the moment everything seemed to go
smoothly. But of the many difficulties that were soon
to appear on the horizon, especially difficulties created
by foreign countries and by our own military and civil
authorities, nobody could know on this promising
morning of November 9, 1918.
Our shop stewards had gone to their factories to
arrange for the election of Workers Councils. Imme-
diately we were concerned with another problem.
How many would come to the Osthafen, the grounds
at the outskirts of the city, where we had called them
for a cs rally of the masses " ? Our doubts were soon
removed. When, together with Robert Dissmann, I
reached the grounds, hundreds already awaited us.
Soon great masses followed. Thousands first, then
tens of thousands. Before long the vast area was black
with men and women. Huttmann, Robert, and I
were the speakers. We had no amplifiers. A few
trucks had been parked here and there, and I had to
climb from one to another, to speak again and again to
reach all those who wished to hear. Enthusiasm ran
high. An extraordinary inspiration united all of us.
What tremendous possibilities the situation seemed
to offer, if only we were equal to decisive deeds>
especially in this first period of the revolution.
Ten years later I met an old friend of mine who
had attended this mass rally. He told me how deeply
he had been struck by the serious note of the speeches
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